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WISE promotes and supports innovation in 
education globally through its year-long 
programs.
 
Meet this year’s cohorts:

- WISE Awards - Six laureates, leading 
innovation in education, will share their ideas 
in Grand Central at 9:45
- WISE Accelerator - Nine impact-driven 
Edtech initiatives will pitch their projects to 
renowned journalists in the Underground 
Station at 11:15
- Learners’ Voice Program - Learners will 
share their ideas on how to address refugee 
education challenges in Grand Central at 
12:30

Welcome to WISE@NY! 

One venue - multiple creative spaces - tightly knit with a single red 
thread, reflecting various interconnected learning environments and 
ecosystems.

WISE@NY is a meeting ground for those who are addressing major 
education challenges both inside and outside the classroom. 

WISE@NY is more than an education conference. It is a gathering to 
connect change-makers and participants from different sectors to 
shape and embark on their own learning revolutions.
 
To help current and future generations reach their full potential, we 
need learning revolutions. The good news is that several learning 
revolutions are already underway. Be it empowering learners for 
future challenges or enabling inclusion, creative individuals and 
organizations are making substantial strides to reinvent access to 
education and quality of teaching and learning. 

WISE@NY reflects our belief in the power of collaboration. 

The day-long program is designed to empower participants with 
the resources to voice bold opinions, share solutions and learn 
from peers through a series of thought-provoking and collaborative 
sessions. 

WISE@NY is part of the Global Goals Week, founded by the UN 
Foundation, Project Everyone and UNDP.

Browse through the Program to figure out your next steps. 

For a seamless experience, download the WISE@NY app (available  
on App Store and Google Play). Use the app to plan your networking 
activities and to register for the Lab and Workshop sessions.

Follow the red ribbon and have an inspiring 
WISE@NY experience!
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1 Grand Central
The stage for plenaries, talks and chats

Qatar Foundation Corner
Learn about Qatar Foundation 
and its work in Qatar and beyond

Ideas Block
Where insightful discussions happen

6 Social Courtyard
A dedicated networking area

Experiential Station
For alternative learning tools 

Learning Studio
Join a workshop

School of the Future
An interactive group activity run by C2

The Underground
For unconventional innovative experiences

9 The Garden
A session led by Green Bronx Machine
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 Wifi network: WISE NY 
and code: education

Download the WISE@NY app to have the program in 
your pocket, register to sessions (Labs, Workshops, 
School of the Future), access the Who’s Who and 
contact other participants, get your personalized 

agenda and access the speakers’ list and 
biographies, find practical information 

and logistics details.

#WISENY  #EducationforAll

 OLIO
THINK



09:00
-

09:30

OPENING PLENARY  
MC: Jordan Shapiro 

WELCOME ADDRESS AND KEYNOTE
Stavros N. Yiannouka

H.E. Dr. Amina J. Mohammed
Jim Shelton

Break 

GRAND
CENTRAL

QATAR
FOUNDATION

CORNER

IDEAS
BLOCK

LEARNING 
STUDIO

EXPERIENTIAL 
STATION

SOCIAL 
COURTYARD

SCHOOL OF 
THE FUTURE

THE 
UNDERGROUND

THE GARDEN

09:45 
-

11:00

WISE Talk Session Panel Workshop Lab Workshop Panel Workshop

Innovation Station 

Jordan Shapiro 
Keynote: Rebecca Winthrop

WISE Awards Projects

Redefining 
Inclusive 

Education

Enhancing
Lifelong Learning in Cities  

 
Sébastien Turbot

Elizabeth P. Robison
Ben Nelson

How do we Reach 
out to Boys and 
Girls Left too far 

behind?
with Educate A 
Child and PLAN

Let’s change  
With XR Creation 

Tool with
OVA and 

Humanitas

Networking
Envisioning the 

Future of Schools 
with C2

Global Peer-to-Peer 
Virtual Learning 

Environments for 
Innovation and Inclusion 

with IVECA

Green Bronx 
Machine

Break

11:15
-

12:30

Chat Session Panel Workshop Lab Workshop Sparkshow Workshop

Education Leadership: Moving 
from Research to Action

Karen Edge
 Asmaa  E. Al-Fadala
Gerardo R. López

Rashid Ferrod Davis

The Education 
City Model

STEM for All: Tackling Biases, 
Expanding Opportunities

Kiley M. Adolph
José Luis Vilson
Jose Escamilla
Irene A. Lee

Insights from 
Tranformational 
Classrooms from 
around the World 
with Teach For All

Let’s change With 
XR Creation Tool 

with OVA and 
Humanitas 

Networking
Envisioning the 

Future of Schools 
with C2

Jordan Shapiro
WISE Accelerator 

Projects

Green Bronx 
Machine

Learners’ Lightning Pitches
Gabriel Stauring

Learners’ Voice Projects
Lunch Break Networking Lunch Break

13:00
-

14:15

WISE Talk Session Panel Workshop Lab Workshop Forum Theatre Workshop

Roads to Revolutions
 

Tony Wan 
Conrad Wolfram
James da Costa
Diane Robinson
Helena Barroco
David Halligan

Melissa Lee
Krishanti Vignarajah                            

Using Language 
and Culture as 

Tools for Global 
Competency 

in Today’s 
Classrooms

Funding for Impact

Anya Kamenetz                  
Greg Levin                            

Amber Oliver
Jim Bildner 

H.E. Dr. Amel Karboul 

Varieties of  
Entrepreneurship 

Education: 
Empowerment, 
Inclusion and 
Development 

with Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University

Citizen Earth Lab 
by Tribal Planet Networking

Envisioning the 
Future of Schools 

with C2

The School-to-Prison 
Pipeline featuring  
the Crown Heights 

Troupe by Theatre of the 
Oppressed NYC

Green Bronx 
Machine

Break

14:30
-

15:45

Chat Session Panel Workshop Lab Workshop WISE Talk Workshop

Trusting Numbers: How  
Reliable is Data for Education?

 
Sébastien Turbot

Silvia Montoya   
 Conrad Wolfram   
 Rajika Bhandari    

Kate Wang        

Redefining 
Inclusive 

Education

Instilling New Skills for the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution

Tony Wan
 Anthony Jackson 
Patrick G. Awuah      
Allan E. Goodman 

Keren R. Wong

The Lifelong 
Learning 

Collective with 
Think Olio

Citizen Earth Lab 
by Tribal Planet Networking

Envisioning the 
Future of Schools 

with C2

Allies of Empowerment

Maggie Mitchell Salem
Ger Graus OBE
Aurora Chisté

Marcia L. Dyson
Eric Tai Dawson

Noëlla Coursaris Musunka
Kiley M. Adolph 

Ahmed Shihab-Eldin

Green Bronx 
Machine

Break

16:00
-

16:30

CLOSING PLENARY

CONVERSATION AND CLOSING REMARKS 
John Fallon, Shea Gopaul, Stavros N. Yiannouka

Ameena A. Hussain 

VARIETIES OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP EDUCATION: EMPOWERMENT, 
INCLUSION AND DEVELOPMENT, HBKU
This workshop aims to discuss existing entrepreneurship 
education programs, pedagogies and other educational 
technologies. Participants will collectively brainstorm on what 
a true eco-system of learning institutions means, and how we 
can break new ground in linking entrepreneurship with a social 
purpose.

THE LIFELONG LEARNING COLLECTIVE, THINK OLIO
Think Olio is a collective of lifelong learners. In this workshop, you 
will explore how this collective went from a 5 person living-room 
gathering to organizing over 500 learning events in just 3 years in 
through ‘radical pedagogy’. You will have an opportunity to work 
on implementing the model in new cities around the world.

EXPERIENTIAL STATION

Limited spaces available

LET’S CHANGE WITH XR CREATION TOOL!, OVA AND HUMANITAS
How can XR help on, maybe solve education challenges and 
improve specific situations? The session will enable participants 
to brainstorm and design an innovative application based on XR. 
Knowledge on XR technologies is not required. 

CITIZEN EARTH LAB, TRIBAL PLANET
The session offers user-led exploration booths to engage with the 
citizen platform. As a participant, you will have the opportunity 
to identify existing entrepreneurial skills, source evidence for 
community issues, calculate your carbon footprint, create a photo 
story project or design a self-driving car!

SOCIAL COURTYARD 

Take your knowledge sharing conversations and collaborations to 
the next level at the dedicated networking area. The space will 
be available to delegates all day to schedule meetings with like-
minded education change-makers.

SCHOOL OF THE FUTURE 

Limited spaces available

ENVISIONING THE FUTURE OF SCHOOLS, C2
How far collaboration can take you? Tapping into the wisdom 
of the school yard, the C2 Lab at WISE 2018 invites you to pool 
resources to find concrete solutions to the real-life challenges of 
education systems. Grab a backpack and head to a quiet corner 
in teams of four to unlock your imagination and rethink the school 
of the future with this on-the-go experience.

THE UNDERGROUND

GLOBAL PEER-TO-PEER VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
INNOVATION AND INCLUSION, IVECA
Learn how to design quality virtual learning opportunities that 
bridge the 21st century digital gap.

SPARKSHOW, SPARKNEWS
Participate in a game-style debate where WISE Accelerator 
projects pitch their innovative Edtech solutions to journalists and 
audience members.

THE SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE FEATURING THE CROWN 
HEIGHTS TROUPE, TONYC
The School-to-Prison Pipeline is a forum play that investigates 
racism and gun violence that leads to trauma for students in 
NYC public schools. When students advocate for mental health 
support following the death of a classmate, they are instead 
punished and shamed. This play is based on the lived experiences 
of youth in Crown Heights.

ALLIES OF EMPOWERMENT
Find inspiration in the stories of those who are challenging the 
status quo and empowering communities around them. In this 
talk series, change makers will dig deep to share their stories of 
empowerment for other “Allies” to join their movement. 

THE GARDEN 

An introduction to Green Bronx Machine: the art and science of 
growing vegetables, students, schools and communities, Green 
Bronx Machine. Participants will understand the use of Tower 
Garden technology as a transformational tool to grow food, 
students, schools and health outcomes.

-
Speakers’ biographies are available 
via the WISE@NY app

PROGRAM
GRAND CENTRAL

INNOVATION STATION  
Seeking and sharing innovation in education can be a tricky 
business. Find inspiration in the stories of the 2018 WISE Awards 
winning projects to transform your best ideas into action.

EDUCATION LEADERSHIP: MOVING  
FROM RESEARCH TO ACTION  
School leaders are key agents in leading change, improving 
learning outcomes and creating efficient learning environments. 
How can we create conditions and policies for successful school 
leadership? How can we equip and empower those who are 
eager to lead learning revolutions?

LEARNERS’ VOICE LIGHTNING PITCHES: TACKLING REFUGEE 
EDUCATION CHALLENGES
The purpose of this session is to get inspired by the energy of the 
world’s most passionate young people and spark off innovative 
ideas among the audience to tackle refugee education challenges 
through projects developed on the Learners’ Voice Program.

ROADS TO REVOLUTIONS  
In the spirit of collaboration and peer learning, engage in this 
fast-paced talk series from thought leaders who have flipped 
an education challenge into an opportunity, triggering a larger 
education revolution. The series will inspire participants to 
embark on their own revolution journeys.

TRUSTING NUMBERS: HOW RELIABLE IS DATA FOR EDUCATION?  
Numbers are key to informing policy decisions and education 
priorities.  However, are there any unexpected consequences of 
a data-driven approach for education? How can we improve our 
data collection practices to enhance education outcomes?

QATAR FOUNDATION CORNER
Learn about Qatar Foundation and its work in Qatar and beyond

IDEAS BLOCK

ENHANCING LIFELONG LEARNING IN CITIES
With 54% of the world population currently living in urban areas, 
cities are on the front lines of all social, environmental and 
economic issues facing our world. How can we create conducive 
environments for lifelong learning?

STEM FOR ALL: TACKLING BIASES, EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES  
STEM education fuels creativity, critical thinking and problem-
solving skills. Therefore, as we race towards an automated future, 
the STEM talent pool must be enriched to ensure no one is left 
behind. How can STEM education be revolutionized to broaden 
participation?

FUNDING FOR IMPACT  
Recognizing the importance of investing in education, both 
private and public stakeholders are collaborating to provide 
equitable access to quality education. However, more money 
is often not equivalent to better outcomes. As more public and 
private stakeholders invest in education, how can we improve 
allocation of resources to maximize impact? 

INSTILLING NEW SKILLS FOR THE FOURTH INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION  
Emerging technologies and innovations such as AI, big data and the 
Internet of Things are transforming what, where and how we learn. 
How can we leverage the opportunities presented by the fourth 
industrial revolution to prepare learners for an uncertain future?

LEARNING STUDIO 

Limited spaces available

HOW DO WE REACH BOYS AND GIRLS LEFT TOO FAR BEHIND? 
INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO TRACK AND KEEP CHILDREN IN 
SCHOOL, EDUCATE A CHILD AND PLAN
In this workshop, practitioners will share innovations they have 
used to identify and track out-of-school children, how the data 
collected enable better support to ensure vulnerable children 
complete an education, and why their important work needs to 
be brought to greater scale.

INSIGHTS FROM TRANSFORMATIONAL CLASSROOMS AROUND THE 
WORLD, TEACH FOR ALL
In this interactive workshop, participants will virtually visit and 
draw lessons and inspiration from exceptional classrooms in 
under-resourced communities across the globe. We will identify 
patterns in student outcomes and teacher actions and mindsets 
across these classrooms. As a result, participants will have gained 
actionable knowledge and tools that they can take back to their 
own context and work.
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